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Concept Note

Introduction

The project represents an experimental narrative exploring various
perspectives on the historical event now known as “The Trail of Tears.”

The perspectives portrayed are of the national government, the Europeans
settling in the Southern United States, and the Cherokee people themselves.
Representing each of these groups respectively are President Andrew
Jackson, Georgia Governor George Gilmer, and Cherokee Chief John Ross.

Another section addresses trail-related facts and stories, such as the legend
of the Cherokee rose, and the death of Chief Ross’ wife Quatie while on the

trail.

Finally, visitors may view a timeline showing a handful of major events in
the history of the Trail of Tears, with each event spun to the perspective of
each of the major groups.

The factual elements of the event will first be compiled in the form of a

written research paper.

Technology

Flash and ActionScript are used to create a user experience. This experience
will be enhanced through the integration of subtle animation and vocal

recordings.

Vocal recordings were performed by actors and engineered and edited
using Audacity and Sony Sound Forge. These audio selections are made
available to the user through the use of the Flash FLV playback component.
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Design Considerations

Major figures in the event are represented by portraits of the period, to
maintain a historical look. A map of the trail itself serves as the background
to the layout. A historical-looking serif face (Georgia) will be used for major
headline elements, but a plain sans-serif face (Verdana) will be used for
body copy to enhance legibility.

Swatches
#6b3139 #f2d780 #4e090c¢ #b57960

#8aofof #000000
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Visual Comps

Comp 1 - Main Page
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Comp 2 - Interior Page Level 1
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Comp 3 - Interior Page Level 2
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